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T have been asked many Times ahbovt the

-/Wascws, The MNMasons are cam,oaseo/ of many
___peop/e J[ram varsouvs rc/iq/'ous éacz(’grauno/s. __7:

fry 70 rnot mrake rash Judqemeni“s C&'rzcerm'n?
any 7,-”oup,ér/7‘ Try to base vy J‘Uoéemem‘ on
Comparing what any grovp Jeaches with
_Scfff/ofure, TIn the Few pages That Follow I will
be carefv/ Fo /lel The Nasons speak For Fhemselves.
L have re ;orac/ucec/ fhe Face pages From +he two

MORALS AND DOGMA {7 Masonic books
which T will

o quote  so There
, ~will be no mis-

THE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE understanding,
| | (MeD by a quote
o o | will mean Morals

| _.r,. Cl.v‘lcl Do MCL‘,E.F.,
FREEMASONRY i N
o ; _ EncyC\Opac\iQ of
Freequoﬂr\{

fREPAR}:D FOR TIIE B - | LU L’\&T A Oe S _i_he- - »
SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE THIRTY-THIRD DEGREE, _Bible say abvout
o Scr'\pfure [ A,
FOR THE _
2 Tim,3

16 All scripture is given by in-
- spiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-

SOUTHERN JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES,

m s b - . -
. rection, for instruction in right-
PUBLISHED BY ITS AUTHORITY. €ousness: i
What does

Freemasonry
teach about the
'[mporTQﬂce of
CHARLESTON. | ' Sery pfure an d

A Mosdl its aovthori ‘t‘y °
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£.F, page 113,

. AUTHENTICITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. A -
belief in the authenticity of the Scriptures of the Old
gnd New Testament as a religious qualification of
Initiation does not constitute one of the laws of Free-
masonry, for such a regulation would destruy the
universality of the Institution, and under its action
gone but Christians could become eligible for admis-
gion. But in 1856 the Grand Lodye of Ohio declared
*that a distinct avowal of a belief in_the Divine
suthority of the Holy Scriptures should be required
" of every one who 18 admitted wo the privileges of
Masonry, and that a denial of the same is an offence
sgainst ‘the Institution, calling for exemplary disci-
pline.”” It is hurdly necessary to say that the enuncia-

page b4,

The purpose of not maKing
belief in Scr:'/cfure a requ;rE-;
ment for qclmiss}oq was so
That any ’re\iqious‘ person
might be acceptable.
Whaot albouT

2 Cor. 6

14 Be not unequally yoked with
unbelievers: for what fellowship
have righteousness aad iniquity?
or what communion hath light with
darkness?

Scripfu ve

T L

S

tiwg of this pnnciple yuet with the simost universal

Jondemnation of the Grand Lodges and dMasonic jurists ‘ sl : g
gfthis country. The Grand Lodgeof Uhio subsequently : :
repealed the regulation. In 1857 the Grand Lodge of Pe () P ‘E- 1 Cfe nexro l h a \) e.

Toxas adopted a similar resolution; but the general

mtg‘_ﬁthgﬁf‘rgterni;xhxsreiectedaﬂreligious tests ra‘\se CJ VQ{\QUS C_("f\'\\ C\Sms
. WO L - TEC{Q('AS Yo bew\q aC
Es Fe P 747 Mason. The Masons lisT

~ OBJECTIONS TO FREEMASONRY. The prin- A ’
cipal objections that have been urged by its oppo- Some O-F -lrhes e n E, F P. 7,1 7»

nents to the Institution of Freemmasonry may be

arranged under six heads: 1. Its secrecy; 2. The O.j.’ These é /I‘S.‘fec/ . C}éJ_/'GC f—)'ons

- exclusiveness of its charity; 3. Its admission of un-
worthy members; 4. Its claim to be a religion; 5.

S ’ -&
Its administration of unlawful oaths; and, 6. Its -L wov ICl consi AC‘:’ r on 'y 5 =

puerility as a system of instruction. Each of these

objections is replicd to in this work under the respec- as an y rea / o éJ'E'Cflf or an G/
tive heads of the words which are italicized above. . {

| that not guite as serious

. Matt. &5 as so offen is Sup/aosed. Masonry

- 333 Ag(e;int. e have Iéeéjit(ii t}tlhatlit
was sa 1nem e, ' f ¢ 3
wThou ;halé)n_ot forswear thyself, C/Ql mS 7LO é]e a rel| ?I on, O.V?J 7'74&7‘

but shalt perform unto the Lord

BEEELAERR s ot an okfection but an imporfant

heaven, for it is the throne of God;

Hl o R LR S QCJ//?’H'SS /on. Tﬁ e real 05\/"6’67‘:'0/? Z

sA-lem, for it is the city of tne great

King. 36 Ideither shalt thou ‘ ' ‘.
;swearbythy};ezgd.fo; thou canst SEe 7&.0 ) MQSO}’?I"}/ /S fAd?z /7L SS &
E?tén%l%e one bair white or b{a;ck. 7

Wir §pee g

mstRESy  religion, a false religion.
R Have no doubts

MeD p2lQ ~That FreemaSonrY
Magonic sceret munifests itself, without speect . Teqavfés ‘\TSQ\'{: ok

revealing it, to him who even partially comprehends all the de-

~ grees in proportion as he receives them; and particularly to those a wors h‘l s] oW
who advauce to the highest degrees of the Ancient and Accepred . .
Scottish Lite. That Rite raises a corner of the veil, even in the e ' i CI t O, V\} \f\Ct.T

:l;%":\;: .uf Apprentice; for i‘t there declurcs that Masonry is a K f\C‘ O‘f a re \‘ q;o a
Me¢D. p213,214. st 2 Where did

Every Masonic Lodge is a temple of relizion ; and its teachings } T or I q inate 4
Are instrucuon in relizion.  or here are inculecated disinterested- i . :
uess, alfection, toleration, devotedness, patriotism, truth, a generous : W L'\Osj‘ d oes \* be \ ieve

sympathy with those thut sutfer and mourn. pity for the fallen,

abovt Jesos?



¢ " “mercy for the erring, relief for those in want, Faith, Hope, and
_ Charity. Here we meet as brethren, to learn to know and_love
each other. Here we grect each other gladly, are lenient to each
- other's faults, regardful of each other’s feelings, ready to relieve
each other’s wants. This is the true religion revealed to the an
cient patriarchs; which Masonry has tanght for many certurics
i and which it will continue to teach as lous as time endures. If
L unworthy passions, or selfish, bitter, or revengeful frelings, com
- tempt, dislike. hatred, enter here, they are intruders and not wel-
conie, strangers uninvited, and not gucsts.

M.+ D. PRP.516

Masonry is a worship; but one in which all civilized men casn
apite; for it does not undertake to explain or dogmatically to
gettle those great mysteries, that are above the feeble comprehen-
sion of our human intellect, It trusts in God, and HoOrEs; if

. BELIEVES, like a child, and ig humble. It draws no sword te
compel others to adopt its belief, or to be happy with its hopea
Aud it warrs with patience to_understand the mysteries of Na-
ture and Nature’s God hereufter.

. EF. p70%
NIMROD. The Legend of the Craft in the Ol
Constitulions refers to Nimrod s oue of the founders

page &,

L+ teaches Jove.

T+ teaches yoac/néss.

Yovu say, what s

wrong with that ¥
ﬁ’av. 12: /9

15 The way of a fool is right in his
YO Cves;
Bu% hle tﬁat is wise hearkeneth -

unto counsel.

Prov, 14! /2

12 ‘there is a way which tiseemeth
right unto a man;

But_the end thereof are the o

ways of deain. ;

I+ comés from the
ancien? past.

M.+ D p.22i
It is philosophical, because it teaches the great Truths concern-
ine the nature and existence of one Supreme Deity, and the exist-

of Frecinusonry, ‘Thusin the York Manuscript, No. I,
we read: “At ye makeing of ve Toure of Bubell there
was Masonrie first much esteemed of, and the King
of Bubilon yt was ealled Nimrod was A Mason himselfe

ence and immortality of the soul.
Plaro, and the wise teachings of Soerates. It reiterates the max-
ims of Pvthagorus, Confucius, and Zoroaster, and reverentially

It revives the Acudeme of

s . and loved well Masons.” And the Cuoke Manuscript

entorees the sublime lessons of Him who died upon the Cross.

thus repeats the story: "‘And this same Nembroth
began the¢ towre of babilon and he taught to his

The ancients thought that universul humanity acted under the

werkemen the craft of Masonrie, and he had with him
many Masons more than forty thousand. And he
loved and cherished them well” (sce line 343). The
idea no doubt sprang out of the Scriptural teaching

influence of two opposing Principles, the Good und the Evil: of
~which the Good urged men toward Truth, Independence, and De-
votedness; and the Evil toward Falschood, Servility, and Seldsh-

i A that Nimrod was the architeet of muny cities; a state- ness.

Masonry represents the Goud Principle and constantly wars

ment not so well expressed in the authorized version,
oo = 88 it is in the improved one of Bochart, which says:
“From that land Nimrod went forth to Asshur, and

against the evil one.
Mithras, and the Ormuzd, at everlasting and deadly feud with the

It is the_Hercules, the Osiris, the Apollo, the

builded Nineveh, and Rchoboth city, and Calah,
gnd Resen between Nineveh and Calah, that is the

great city.”

M.+ D. p 27T

All antiquity solved the enigma of the existence of Ervil, by
gupposing the cxistence of a Principle of Evil, of Demons, fallen
Angels, an Ahriman, a Typhon, a Siva, a Lok, or a Satwn, :hat,
first fulling themselves, and plunged in misery and darkness,
temipted man to his full, and broughe sin into the world. Al be-
lieved in & future life, to be attained by purification and trials; in
8 stiute or successive states of reward and punishment: and in a
Mediator or Redecmer, by whom the Evil Principle was o be
= overconie, and the Supreme Deity reconciled to Iis creatures

The belief was general, that e was ro be born of a Virmin, and
suffer a puintul death. The Indians ealled him Chrishng : the
Chinese, Kioun-tse; the Persinus, Soswosch; the Chaldeans, Dhon-
Janai; the Fovprians, Har-Oert; Pluto, Love ; and the Scandina-
vians, Balder.
Chrishuu, the Hindoo Redeemer, was cradled and educated
among Shepherds. A Tyrant, at the time of his birth, ordered
sll the male children to be slain.  He performed miracles, say his

demons of ignorance, brutality, baseness, falsehood, slavishness of
soul, intolerance, superstition, tyranny, meanness, the insolence
of wealth, and bigotry. :

< This is the Story

of all religions carried
every where from the
fower of DBeabel.
This is wuniversal

paganism  hidden fo
all buvF the imitiated
into the ancient
‘mysterie s.



legends, even raising the dead. Ie washed the feet of the Brih-
ming, and was meek and lowly of spirit. He was born of a Vir-
gin; descended to Hell, rose again, ascended to Heaven, charged
his disciples to teach his doctrines, and gave them the gift of mir-
acles. :
The first Masonic Legislator whose memorvy is preserved to us
kby history, was Bouddha, who, about a thousand years before the
Christian era, reformed the religion of Manous. He called to the
Priesthood ull men, without distinction of caste, who felt them-
selves inspired by God to instruct men. Those who so aseociated
themselves formed a Society of Prophets under the name of Sa
maueans.

M«+«D. p.-23

Though Masonry is identical with the ancient mysteries, it is so
anly 1n this qualified sense: that it presents but an imperfect
image of their brilliancy, the ruins only of their crandeur, snd a
- system that has experienced progressive alterations, the .fruits of
social events, political circumstances, and the ambitious imbecility
of its improvers. After leaving Egypt, the mysteries were modi-
fied by the habits of the different nations among whom they were
introduced, and especially by the religious systems of the countries
into which they were transplanted. To maintain the established
government, laws, and religion, was the obligution of the initiate
" everywhere; and everywhere they were the lieritage of the priests,
who were nowhere willing to make the common people co-proprie-

tors with themselves of philosophical truth,

e M.« D, p.379
Blue Masoury, ignorant of its import, still retains among itsem
blems one of 3 woman weening over s _broken column, holding in
her hand a branch of acuecin, myrtle, or tamarigk, while Time, we
are told, stands behind her combing out the ringlets of her hair
We need not repeat the vapid and trivial explanation there given, of
* this representation of Zsiy, weeping at Byblos, over the columa

_ torn from the palace of the King, that contained the body of

Osiris, while Horus, the God of Time, pours ambrosia on her
hair.

W\m:ﬁ dod Masons loe\ic":ve_r

about The Bible T
~ MaD p. 744,745

The Bible, with all the allegories it contains, expresses, in an
incomplete and veiled manner enly, the religious science of the
Hebrews. The doctrine of Moses and the Prophets, identical at
bottom with that of the ancieut Egyptiaus, also had its outward
mesuning and its veils, The Hebrew books were written ounly te
vecall to memory the traditions; and they were written in Sym

bols unintelligitile to the Profune, The Pentateveh and the pro-
phetic poems were merely elementary books of ductrine, morals,
or liturgy; and. the true secret and traditional philosophy was
ouly written afterward, nuder veils still less transparent. Thue
was a_sceond Bible born, unknown to, or rather uncomprehended

page 66

The samc fmqamsm‘
also came into Lsracl.

Ezi. 8

§ Then <aid he unto me, Son of
man, lift up thine eyes now the
way toward the north. SoI lifted
up mine eyes the way toward the
nlgrth,tam% ti})leholld. norihward of
the gate of the altar this ;"mgf gf
jealousy in the entry. 6 And he
said un%o me, oon of man, seest
thou what they dor even the great
abominations that the house of
is’ri-él do commit here, sthat I
should go far off from my sanctu-
ary? But 1ithou shalt again see
yet other great abominations.

7 And he brought me to the door
of the court; and when I looked,
behold, a hole in the wall. 8 Then
gaid he unto me, Son of man, dig
now in the wall: and when I had
dizeed in the wall, behold, a door.
9 And he said unto me, Go in, and
see the wicked ahominations that
they do_Bbere. 10 So I went in
ana‘ saw; and behold, every form
of creeping things, and abomi-
nable beasts, and all the idols of
the house of Is ri-él, portrayed up=-
on the wall round about. 11 And
there stood before them seventy
men of the elders of the house of
fs'ra-&l; and in the midst of them
stood Ja-az-a-ni‘dh the som of
Sha'phin, every man with his cen-
ser in his hand; and the odor of
the cloud of incense went up. 12
Then said he unto me, Son of man,
hast thou seen whai the elders of
the house of is'rd-&l do in_the

Kk, every m 15 chamhers
magery! for they say, Je-hd -
vah seeth us not; Jé-ho'vah hath
forsaken theland. 13 de said al-
80 unto me, Thou shalt azain see
vet other great abominations which

ey do.

14 Then he brousghi me to the
door of the gate of Jé-hda'vah's
house which was toward the north;
and behold, there sat the women
weeping for Tam'miz. 15 Then
said he unto nie, Hast thou seen
this, O son of man? thou shalt
again see yet greater abominations
than these, ;

.. 16 And he brouszht me into the
inner court of Jé-hd'vih's house;
and behold, at the door of the
tempie of Jé-hé'vih, between the
porch and the altar, were about
five and twenty men, with their
backs toward the temple of Jé-ho'-
viah, and their faces toward the

East; and they_were WOLSnipDInE.
& sun towar

he said unto me, Iasf thou seen
this, O son of man? Is it a lizht
thing to the house of Ja'dah that
they commit the abominations
which_they commit here? for they
have filled the land with violence,
and have turned arain to provoke
me to anger: and, lo, they put the
branch to their nose. 18 There-
fore will I also deal in wrath; mine
eye shall not spare, neither will I
have pity; and though they cryin
mine ears with a loud voice, yet
will I not hear them, . .. . -




by, the Christiansg; a collection, fhey say, of monstrous absurdi-
ties; a monument, the adept says, wherein is everything that the
genius of philosophy and that of religion huve ever formed or
imagined of the sublime; w treasure snrrounderl by thorns; a
diamond concealed in a rough durk stone.

M+ D. p.247

The religion taught by Moses, which, like the laws of Egypt,

" enunciated the principle of exclusion, borrowed, at every period

of its existence, from all the creeds with which it came in contact

While, by the studies of the learned and wise, it enriched itseif
with the most admiruble principles of the religions of Egypt and

"Asia, it wag chanced, in the wanderings of the People, by everv-
thing that was most impure or seductive in the pazan manners -

and superstitions. It was one thing in the times of Moses and

~ Awron, another in those of David and Solomon, and still another

in those of Daniel and Philo.

M.+ D p.ao7

The Deity of the early Hebrews tulked to Adam and Eve in the
garden of delight, us he walked in it in the cool of the day; he
conversed with Kuyin; he sut and ute with Abraham in his tent;
that patriarch required a visible token, before he would believe in
his positive promise ; he permitted Abrauham to expostulate with
kim, and to induce him to change his first determinarion in rezard
to Sodom ; he wrestled with Jucob; he showed Moses his person,

- though not his face; he dictated the minutest police regulations

and the dimensions of the tabernucle und its furniture. to the
Israclites; he insisted on and delighted in sacrifices and burat-
offerings; he was ungry, jealous, and revengeful, as well as waver-
ing und irresolute; he allowed Moses to reason him out of his
fized resolution utterly to destroy his people: he commanded the

performance of the most shockine and hideous aces of cruelty and
barbarity. Ie hurdened the Leart of Pharwh: he repented of

the evil that he had said he would do unto the people of Nineveh;
and he did it not, to the disgust und anger of Jonah.
Such_were the popular notions of the Deoity: and either the

priests had none better, or took little trouble to correct these noe

tions: or the popular intelleet was not enough enlarged to enabls
them to entertain any higher conceptions of the Almighty.

But such were not the ideas of the intellectual and enlightened
few among the Iebrews. It is certauin that they possessed a
knowledge of the true nature and attributes of God; as the sama
elass of men did among the other nations—Zorouster, Menu, Con-
fucii s, Socrutes, and Pluto.  But their doctrines vn this subject
were eaoteric; they did not communicate them to the people at
large, but only to a fuvored few; and as they were communicated
in Egypt aud India, in Persian and Pheenieis, in Greece and Samo-
thruce, in the greater myvsteries, to the initjates.

The communication of this knowledgze und other secrets, some
of which are perhaps lost, constituted, under other names, what
we now cull Masonry, or Fres or Frank-Masonry.

page c7

Luke /€

23 And in Ha’'dés he lifted up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham afar off, and Liz'd-risin
his bosom. 24 And he cried and
said, Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Laz'é -ruq thathe
may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my ’mn%e. for 1
am in anguishin this flame. 25 But

braham said, Son, remember
that thou in thy lifetime recezvedst
thy good things, and Liz'a-ris in’
lilre manner evil things: but now
here he is comlorted, and thou art
in anguish, 26 And *besides all
this, between us and you thereisa
great gulf fixed, that they that
would pass from hence to you may
not he able, and that none may
cross over from thence to us.
27 And he said, I pray thee there—
fore, father, that thou wouldest
send him to my father’s house;
28 for I have five brethren; that he
may testify unto t%em, lest they
also come into this olace of tor-

ment. ”OM E‘;!'nﬂfm

s fu o s o s

Nay, father Abraham: but ff one o
to them from the dead, they wiil
repent. 31 And he said unto him,

I thev he Ma/sis and the
Exqudkslf neither will they be per-

one rise from the dead.

LuKe 24

. o 25 Andhe
said unto them, O foolish men,
and slow of heart to believe sin all
that the prophets have snokenl
26 Behooved it not ihe Christ to.
suffer these thinzs, and to enter
}ntc %’151; glory? _,,g';_zi_:r? énasl &egmnmg
rom &’sésand fromallthe proph~
ets, he mierpreted to taem i all
‘{E:”SCI‘IDNTG% the things concemn-

g se.

44 And he said unto them, These.
are my words which I spake unto
you, while I was yet with you, that
all things must needs be fuiflied,
re written in the law oi

i1£ propheis, an
S Acernin ﬁi(é 45 Theu
;opgne% ﬁ their mind, that they
‘might

understand the scxiptges;‘

John 5,

not that I will accuse }ou to the
Father: there is one that accuseth
you, even Mo 'sés, on whom ye have
set your hope, 44 For if ve be-
lieved Mo'sés, ve wou
nie; for he wrole of me,

4
if ye belleve npt s writings
shall ve helieve myv wordse .

Even the name .

Free mason is
a___o/ece;oﬁon for
a Meason {s not

Free bot under

bondage ro Satan.



What do Masons é}e/;eve about Jesoa

M.+ D, p.719
Howc\er the )[.sson may believe as to creeds, and churches, and
miracles, and missions from ITeaven, he must admit that the Life
and. character of him who taughe in Galilee, und fracments of
whose teachings have come down te us, are worthy of all imita-
tion. That Life i3 an undenied and undeniable Gospel.  Its
teachings cannot be passed by and discarded. All must admit

- that it would be happiness to follow und perfection to imirare

him. None ever felt for him i sincere emotion of contempt, nor
in anger accused him of sophistry, nor saw immorality lurking in
his doctrines; however they may judge of those who sueceeded

 him, and claimed to be his apostles. Divine or human, inspired

or only a reformine Esscne, it must be agreed that his reachings
are far nobler, far purer; far less alloyed with error and imperfec-
tion, fur less of the curth earthly, than those of Socrutes, Plato,
Seneca, or. Muliomet, or any other of the great moralists and
Reformers of the world.

NT*‘D P. 30

" That God is good and merciful, und loves and symp.uhmcs with

.. the creatures Lle has made; that His-finger is visible in all the

movements of the moral, intellectual, and material universe; that

- we are ITis children, the objects of His paternal care and regard ;

that all men are our brothers, whose wants we are to supply, their
errors to pardon, their opinions to tolerate, their injurices to for-
give; that man has an immortal soul, a free will, a right to free-
dom of thought and action ; that all men are equal in God's sight;
¢hat we best serve God by humility, meekness, gentleness, kind-
pess, and the other virtues which the lowly cun practisc as well ag
the lofty; this is “the new Law,” the “Wonrp,” for which the
world had waited and pined so long; and every true Knight of
the Rose »J¢ will revere the memory of Him who taught it and
look induleently even on those who assicn to him u_character far

sbove his own conceptions or belief, even to the extent of deeming

~him Divine.

M « D p 3 0 8
No oue Mason has the right to measure for another, within the
walls of u Musonie Temple, the degree of veneration wnich he shall

feel for any Reformer, or the Founder of any Religion.  We teuch

a helief in no particular creed, as we teach nnbelief in none. What-
ever hicher attributes the Founder of the Christian Faith mav, in

"~ our belief, have had or not have had. none can deny that he taucht

and practised a pure and elevared mornlity, even at the visk and to

the ultimate loss of his life. He waz not only the benetuctor of a

- disinherited people, but a model for mankind.  Devotedly he loved

the children of Istael. To them he came, und to them alone he
preached that Gospel which his disciples afterward carried among
foreigners. e would fuin have freed the chioson People from their
spiritual bondage of ignorance and degradation.  As a lover of all

- mankind, laying down his life forthe emancipation ot his Brethren,

he should be to all, to Christian, to Jew, and to Mahewmetan, aa
object of gratitude and veneration,

page 68,

Jo hn. |

In the ‘begmnmg was the

£e3¢ 2 wit.
God, an mn h o1 va;: 39

‘The samie was i the Bermning

with God. 3 All things were made
through him; and without him 'was
not anything made that hath been
made,

14AndtheWordbecame
ﬂesh and tdwelt among us (and
we beheld his elory, glory as of
Ttheoniybegottenfmmthei‘ather),
full of grace and truth. 15 Johm
beareth witness of him, ‘and crieth,
saying, fThis was he of whom I
said, He that cometh after me is
become before me: for he was she-
fore me. - 16 For of his fuiness we
all received, and t*zgrace for grace.
17 For the law was given throuzh
Mo’sés; grace and truth came
through Jé’siis Christ. 18 Noman
hath seen God at any time; uine
only begotten Som, who is in the
bosom of the Fazher, he hath de-
clared fim.. ..

Al Seripture
f'esﬁﬁes as to ‘/'/IG_
Jdeity of Jesus.
JESUS lS \SELLO\)CLLI
Jesus s THE
TITMAGE of the
invisible God
The demong
Know That Jesous
is The Cwrist The

SO\(\‘ C)'F GO.A .

Luke 4--

40 And when the sun was set=
ting, all they that had any sick
-with divers diseases brought them
unto him; and he laid his hands on
every one of them, and healed
them. 41 And demons also came
out from many, crying out, and
BAYINE:
And rebulang them, le s
them not to speak, bemua$ they
kmew that he was the Christ.

This fC’ac/u'n? of
Tolerance and
morality 6//inds
/TS U/Ol/S 7o I7uth

and Conca/emns Fhene
o death .
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These old controversics have died away, and the old fuithe have
taded into oblivion. But Musonry still survives, vigerous and
strong, as when philosophy was taught in the schools of Alexan-
dria and under the Portico; teaching the same old truths as the

W hat 1S _\—\'fud\”\ﬁ?
John 8

- 31 Jé'sis therefore said to those
Jews that had believed him, If ye

/ tenets of Musonry we respect; all teachers and reformers of man-
kind we admire and revere. !
= a a
Musoury also has her mission to perform. With her traditions reve / f-l T T
& reacliing back to the earliest times,and her syinbols dating further /\/l AS0rn !’y 111Vo /V(‘?S'
. back thun even the monumental history of Egypt extends, she in- . .
- vites all men of all religions to enlist under her banners and ta If_S € /7( n JO ¢ é) /6 g
war against evil, ignorance,and wrong. You are now her knignt, 4
. - and to her service your sword is consecrated. May you prcve a- rTalK. 552. TLQ” was..
worthy soldier in & worthy caunsel B G muvr de rey )[I’_‘C? [
~_MD p a3 . the beginning.
"The true word of a Mason is, uot the ( ,
. . entire, perfect, absolute truth in regard to God; hut the highest JU }7 n g ' 4'4 /-[e
and noblest conception of Him that our minds are capable of form- : «
~ing; and this word is Ineffable, because one man cannot commau- I§ a /‘S o a /I ar..
nicate to another his own conception of Deitv; since every man’s J o h n 8
conception of God must be proportioned to his mental cultivation, 5 ., 44 Ye are of your
_and intellectual powers, and moral excellence. God is, as man otu?rerfather it 1s g'ggru\lfufﬁtsdgf
conceives Him, the reflected image of the man himself. m&mﬁﬁg Be-
For every man’s conception of God must vary with his mental truth, because there i3 no truth o
? cultivation und mental powers. If any one contents himself with speaketh of his own:_!;\ﬁ he 5 8
i any /ower image than his intellect is capable of grasping, then he Lar.and the father theigol- '
" ~contents himself with that which is false fo Aim, us well a3 false in An ‘H . Se e 7(';' B =
fact. If lower than he can reach, he must needs reel it to be false.
e Aad if we, of the nincteenth century after Christ, adopt the con- M asonfr y mMakKes

* Fassenes taught by the shores of the Red Sea, and a3 Johe the

Baptist preached in the Desert: truths imperishable as the Dueity,
and undeniable as Light. Those truths were gathered by the

Esscnes from the doctrines of the Orienc and the Oceident, from

the Zend-Avesta and the Vedas, rom Plato and Pythagoras, from
Indip, Persin, Phanicia, and Syria, from Greece and Esypt, and
from the IToly Books of the Jews. Hence we are culled Knights
of the East and West, because their doctrines came from both.
And these doctrines, the wheat sifted from the chaff, the Truth
geparated from Error, Masonry has garnersd up in her heart of
hearts, and through the fires of persecution, and the storms of
calumity, has brought them aud delivered them unto us. That
God is One, immutable, unchangeable, infinitely just and good;
that Light will finally overcome Darkness,—Good conquer Evil,
and Truth be victor over Error;—these, rejecting all the wild and
useless speculations of the Zend-Avesta, the Kabalah, the Gnostics,
and the Schools, are the religion and Philosophy of Masoury.

M.+ D, p 3n
We, like him, recognize all Initiates as our Brothers. We be-

long to no one creed or school. In all relizions there i3 a basis of
Truth ; in all there is pure Morulity.  All that tzach the cardinal

ceptions of the nineteenth century before him: if our conceptions
of God ure those of the irporant, nurrow-minded, and vindictive
Israelite ; then we think worse of God, and have a lower, meaner,
and more limited view of s nature, than the faculties which He
4as bestowed are capable of grasping. The highest view we can
form is nearest to the truth.

Abjdgmx?y_ym;d. then are ye truly

my aisciples; 32 and ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make
you iree.

John 14

6 Jé&'siis saith unto him,
ma and

=
e lite: no one cometﬁu%inta the
Father, but by me.

the Spiri

guice you intg ail the truth:

John 16
13 Howbeit when he,
: e T he

o
shali not speak irom himseif; but

what th

ings soever he shall hear,

5 these shail he speak: and he shall
declare unto you the things that
&re to come. °

John-/7

17 sSanc~

{ify them in the truth: thy word

is truth?

No troth is kyowr
c:tpczrf‘ From Gods

a mocKery ot Thé.

bread and wine,




M.+ D. p §39

Qu.. What is to us the chief symbol of man’s ultimata
redemption and regeneration ? :

Ans:. The fraternal supper, of bread which nourishes, and of
wine which refreshes and  exhilarates, symbolical of the time
which ig to come, whep oll mankind shall be one great harmo-
nious brotherhood ; und teaching us these great lessons: that sa

matter changes ever, but no single arom ig anuihilated, it is not
rational to suppuse thac the fur nobler soul does not continue to
exist beyond the grave: that many thousunds who have died
Lefore us might cluim to be joint owners with ourselves of the
particles that compose our mortal bodies; for matter cver forms
new combinations; and the bodies of the ancient dead, the patri-
archs before und since the tlood, the kings and common people of
all ages, resolved into their constituent elements, are carried upon
the wind over all continents, and coutinually enter into and form
part of the habitations of new souls, creating new bonds of
sympathy and brotherhood between cach man that lives and ali
his race.  And thus, in the bread we eat, and in the wine we drink
to-nizht, nay enter into and form part of us the wentical parcicles
of matter that ouce formed parts of the material bodies called
Moses, Confucius, Plato. Svcrates, or Jesus of Nazareth. In the
truest sense. we eab and drink the bodies of the deud ; and cannot
Bay tnat tzere isa single atom of our blood or bedy, the owner-
ship of which some other soul might not dispute with us.

M.+ D, p. 24\

WE no longer expect to rebuild the Temple at Jeruaalem. g
us it has become but a symbol. To us the whole world is God't
Temple, as is every upright heart. To establish all over the worlc
the New Law and Reign of Love, Peace, Charity, and Toleration
is to build that Temple, most acceptable to God, in erecting whick
Masonry is now engaged.  No longer needing to _repair to Jerusa-

Fac?c 70

Matt. 26

26 And as they were eating,
Jé’sts took sbread, and blessed,
and brake it; and he gave to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this
is my body, 27 And m:- took
cup, and gave thanks, and gave to
.them, saying, Drink ]«“ alt of it;
28 ft%);_th'q 3

nan : ] ;

L_"{ sS40 y 1S i

say unio yeu, i Shall r.ot drmk

henceforth of this fruit of the vine,

until that (1'12 hon [ (—
it

As would be
expected The Nason
does not believe
in o |itereal
milleaniom, ner
even o. New
Seru_so_\em (‘Lom\nq

AOUJVI ‘Fronf\ CJ..\E)G Ve
Zecl\.

16 And it shall come to pass,
that every one that is left of all the
nations that came agai £
si-lém shall go up

lé%LI ‘h’(\r-\hin ITh
va onh{)““; an

of fabernag 1? aAnd it si

lem to worship, nor to olfer up sacritices und shed blood to propi-

tiate the Deity, man may make the woods and mountains his

Churches and Temples, und worship God with a devout gratitude,

snd works of charity and beneficence to his fellow-men. Wher-

ever the humble and contrite heart silently offers up its adoration,

under the overarching trees, in the open, level meadows, on the

hill-side, in the glen, or in the city’s swarming streets; there ia
'8 House and the New Jerusalem.

M.¢ D, p. 104,108
Masoury, like all the Religions, ull the \I\*eronm Hvrmencx;m
and Alchemy, conceals its secrets from all except the Adepts and

Sages, or the Elect, and uses tulse expianations und misinierpreta
tions of ita svmbols to mislesd those who deserve only to be niis
led ; to conceal the Truth, which it calls Light, from them, and ta
draw them away from it. Uruth is not for those who are unworthy
or upable to receive it. or would pervert it.  So God Himselfl ince-
pacitates many men, by color-blinduess, to distinguish ecolors, and
lemle the masses away from the highest Truth, ziving them the
power to attain only so much of it as it is protitable to them to
know. Every age has had a relizion suited to its capacity.

> B Al whoo of all the Brslies
of the earth goeth not up unto Jé-
ru‘si-1ém to worship the King, Jé-
ho‘vih of hosts, upon
-shall be no raig.

J:Sa. 5

20 Woe unto them that t:aIl evil
sood and good evﬂ ;hat da

ness f light, and gt
=‘-s Eim puf biffer or Swee ,an
swee for bitter! 2} Woe unto

them that are wise in, their own
eyes, and prudent in their own
sight!

So adm}ﬁedw

Free masonry uses
t . W
false explanatioans

4y W

m:.s;n*erpre‘\‘a*rlons
“+o conceal the Tru‘l‘h
It is a celigion
of lies.



T new ones.

The Teachers, even of Christiunity, are, in o=neral. the moat
dgmorant of the true meaning of that which thev reach. There ia
no hook of which so little is known us the Bible. To most who
read it, it is as incomprehensible as the Sohar.

So Masonry jealously conceals its secrets, and intentionally leads
conceited interpreters astray. There 18 no sight under the sun

- more pitiful aud ludicrous at once, than the spectacle of the Pres-

tona and the Webbs, not to mention the later incarnations of Dull-

- ness and Commonplace, undertaking to “explain” the old symbois

of Masonry, und adding to and “improving” them, or inventing

M.« D, p.\\

The Holy Bible, Square, and Compass, are not only styled the
Great Lights in Masonry, but they are also technically called the
Furniture of the Lodge; and, as you have seen, it is held that
there is no Lodge without them. This has sometimes been made
a pretext for excluding Jews from our Lodges, because they can-

" not regard the New Testament as a holy book. The Bible is an

indispensable purt of the furniture of a Christien Lodge, only
because it is the sacred book of the Christinn religion. The
Hebrew Pentateuch in a Hebrew Lodge, and the Koran in a
Mohammedun one, belong on the Altar; and one of these, and the

" Square and Compass, properly understood, are the Great Lights

by which a Mason must walk and work.
The obligation of the candidate is always to be taken on the

- sacred book or bouks of his religion, that he muay deem it more

solemn and binding; and therefore it was that you were asked of
what religion you were. We have no other concern with your
religious creed.
-~ M D pleT

) The Muson's creed goes further
than that. No man, it holds. has auv rizht in_unv wav to inter-
fere with the religious beliel of another. Tt holds that each man
is absolutely sovercign as to his own beliet, and that belief isa
matter absolutely forcign to ull who do not eatertaiu the same
belief; and that, if’ there were any right of persceution ar all. it
would in all cases be u mutual right; because one parts has the
game right as the other to sit as judge in his own case: and God is
the only magistrate that can rightfully decide between them. To
that great Judge, Masonry refers the matter; und opening wide
its portals. it invites to enter there and live in peace and harmons,

the Protestant, the Catholic. the Jew. the Moslem : overy man

who will lead » truly virtuous and moral life, love his brethren,
minister to the sick and distressed. and beiieve in the OxE, .1/i-
Powerrul, 11l Wise, everywhere-Present Gov, Architect, Creator,
sud Preserver of all things, by whose universal law of Harmony
ever rolls on this universe, the great, vast, intinite circle of suc-
cessive Death and Life:—to whose INEFPABLE NaME let all true
Masons pay profoundest homage! for whose thousand blessings
pourcd upon us, let us feel the sincerest gratitude, now, hencefor:i,
and forever!

We may well be tolerant of each other’s creed ; for in every
faith there are excellent moral precepts.

113
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M.+ D p. IS

Mun never had the right to usurp the unexercised prerogative
of (iod, and condemn and punish another for his belief. Born in
a Protestant lund, we arcof that fuith. If we had opened our eyes
to the light under the shadows of St. Peter’s ut Rowe, we should
have been devout Cutholics; born in the Jewizh quarter of Aleppo,
we shiould have contemned Christ us an imposter; in Constanti-
nople, we should have cried “Lllak il Allak, God is great and Ma-
homet is his prophet!™ Dirth, place, and education sive us our
faith. Iew believe in any religion because they have examined
the evidences of its uuthenticiry, and made up a formal judgment,
upon weighing the testimony.  Not one man in ten thousand

~ knows anything about the preafx of his faith. We belicve what

we are taught; and those are most fanatical who know least of the
evidences on which their creed is bused.  Fucts and testimony are

not, except in very rure instances, the ground-work of faith. Itis
- an imperative law of God's Keonomy, unyielding and inflexible as

Himsclf, that man shall aceept without question the belief of those
2

among whom _he is born and reared ; the faith so made a part of
his nature resists all evidence to_the contrary; and he will disbe-
lieve even the evidence of his own senses, rather than yield up the
religious belief which has grown up in him, flesh of his flesh and
tone of his bone.

What is truth to me is not truth to anofher. The same argu-
ments and evidences that convinee one mind make no impression
con another.  This difference is in men at their birth. No man is
entitled positively to assert that Ze is right, where other men,
equally intelligent and equally well-informed, hold directly the

— opposite opinion. Each thinks it impossible for the other to be

973

sincere, and each, as to that, is equally in error. © What t5truth ?

M.+D p 226

Certuain as the open eye drinks in the light, do the
pure in heart sce God ; and he that lives truly, feels Ilim as a pres-
ence within the soul. The conscience is the verv voice of Deity.

~ Masonry, around whose altars the Christian, the Hebrew, the
Moslem, the Druhmin, the followers of Confucius and Zoroaster,

can assemble as brethren and unite in praver to the one God who
i8 above «ll the Baalim, must needs leave it to each of its initiates
td look for the foundation of his faith and hope to the written
scriptures of his own religion. Tor itself it finds those truths
definite enough, which are written by the tinoer of God upon the
heart of man and on the pages of the book of nature. Views of
religion and duty, wrought out by the meditations of the studious,

" conlirmed by the allegiance of the good and wise, stamped us ster-

ling by the response they tind in every uncorrupted mind, com-
mend themselves to Masons of every creed, and may well Le ac
eepted by all.

The Mason dves not pretend to dogmatic certainty, nor vainly
imacine such certainty attainable.

Page e

Freemasonry leaves
its members dead
tn Trespasses ocnd
sins and offers no
hope To The losT,
Freemasonry leaves
Your belief 1o be
deTermined bY you{‘
conscience and headt,
Where will this lead 3
Mot 15, pg

things which proceed out of the
mouth come forth out of the heart;
and they defile the man. 19 For

mgs:

Jer. 11
9 The heart is_deceitful above
all things, and i 1s_exceeds
cofrupt: who can know it?

There are many
Voices ‘in The u_JorH
“foc:la\].. We have
jusY examined &
{ew ot the ways
That seem right To
& wmaon, There are
Jiteratly hundreds
of sects and cults.
"Men love darkness

rather than [ight.
for their works are

M

evil. John 3:19.

We  are dagmetically cevteala becoause we.

bhelicve God} Tlrus”l‘inq‘ P +he blood of His Soa,

and we rest in THE TRUOTH, THE WORD oF _GOD,




